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L« Abbie & George Snow - Brother of Eva

Elmer & Eva Wilson, Deda Mae Forbes,
Tom Forbes, Lore Forbes, Rev. Miller.
(Tom Forbes is Husband of Lucy Snow,
Eva's Sister)

ELMER and EVA WILSON and DAUGHTER, GRACE
Photographer: Mrs, A.M, Reeves, Norton, Kansas

Elmer G. & Eva Wilson's
Home in Nekoma, Kansas 1929
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Nell & Roy Wilson
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Elazabeth & Tom Baldwin
Dec. 1970
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Agnes,Harold,Donald,Dale,Joyce
August 27, 1961

Earl & Connie Wilson
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ELMER GARDNER AND EVA WILSON

Elmer Gardner Wilson was born September 5, 1862 near Bryant, Indiana in Jay
County. He departed this life on January 14, 1940 at his home in Nekoma, Kansas at the
age of 77.

His father, Judson and family left Indiana on April 1, 1878 in a covered wagon
and came to Kansas. Judson placed a claim on the east side of Norton County about 4
miles north of Almena, KS There they built a house that was part dugout and part sod.

Elmer started out for himself in 1880 and worked several places in central
Kansas. On January 25, 1889, Elmer was united in marriage to Eva C. Snow at the home
of a sister who lived in Norton county.

Eva, daughter of Elijah and Phoebe Snow, was born November 14, 1869 in
Worchester, Massachusett. Her family left Massachusetts and moved to Ennis, Texas.
They then moved to Almena, Kansas early in the year of 1885. Eva passed away on
December 5, 1938 at the age of 69.

They first lived on their claim in Norton County. They then moved to Texas
where he worked in the hardware business, then to Harper County at Waldron where he
owned a machinery shop and farmed. Elmer sold it and moved to Gove County on a
farm west of Jerome in 1920. In April 1923 the family moved to Rush County and
engaged in the blacksmithing trade. He worked at this until he was forced to retire on
account of sickness. ‘

Elmer and Eva united with their first church in 1890. It was the original Christian
Church down south of Alemena, Kansas. They have kept up their church affiliation all
through the years. Wherever they went, they have worked in the community church. Eva
became a charter member of the Nekoma Methodist church and her funeral services
were held in the Nekoma Methodist Church with Rev. Ray Bressler officiating on
Wednesday, December 7, 1938 at 2 PM.

Elmer and Eva had three daughters and seven sons.

Grace Marie Waldron, Kansas
Roy Elmer ' Goodland, Kansas
Earl Andrews Gove, Kansas
William A. Alamena, Kansas (7)
Minnie Rosaella Bartlesville, Ok.
Ralph Thedore Gove, Ks.

Elizabeth May Nekoma, Ks.
Delmer Loyd Gove, Ks.

Elmer Floyd Nekoma, Ks.

Harold Clayton Nekoma, Ks.
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: ' by Wilma )
IaskedAuntNellaboiItomGrandparents,EhnerandEvaWﬂson,livinginBrownsvﬂle, Texas at one

Yes, Grandpa Wilson’s went to Texas when Roy was 16, from Norton County. He told me about
riding all the way in a wagon bed fastened in top of emigrant car so they wouldn’t have to pay his
fare. Grandma and rest rode in pullman car. I don’t know how long they were in Texas. Grandma
didn’t like it there. When they came back, they unloaded in Byron, Oklahoma, but some way made
it to Waldron where Grandpa had an implement store, sold farm machinery. Soon went broke and
moved to a farm about five miles west of Waldron, Kansas (my home town) and about one and half
mile north of Kansas State Line. We lived about that far south of state line in Oklahoma, five miles
apart. Landreth’s lived in our school district. They came before Roy’s folks or they might have all -
come together, anyway it was at these cousins I met Roy on a Sunday afternoon, my sister Faye and
I visited back and forth with Clara and brothers and sisters and went to same school, but they
returned to Texas and then to Colorado. I think Earl Landreth got some government land at Bayfield
and his folks lived on it. That is where Aunt Mary died. Guess I could figure up about how long they
were in Texas, only I don’t know how long they lived in Waldron before I knew them, but we were
married in June, 1914 and Roy would be 21 in September and me in 19 in October. I suppose it was
when Landreth moved away that he started coming to our house to see me and we went together
about three years. That would be about five years from time they left Norton County until we were
married. Ido know Harold was born in Waldron and Roy was 20. Closer yet, I see by the book the
twins were born in Almena in 1906 before they went to Texas. They must have been in Texzx about
two years. .
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Elmer & Eva Wilson Genealogy

I. Elmer Gardner Wilson
Birth: September 5, 1862
Place: Jay County, Indiana
Death: January 14, 1940
Cemetery: Nekoma, Kansas

Eva Carolyn Snow
November 14, 1869
Worchester, Massachusetts
December 5, 1938
Nekoma, Kansas

Married: January 25, 1889; Norton County, Kansas

Children Born To This Union:
A) Grace Marie
B) Roy Elmer
C) Earl Andrew
D) William A.
E) Minnie Rosella
F) Ralph Thedore
G) Elizabeth May
H) Delmer Loyd (twin)
I) Elmer Floyd (twin)
J) Harold Clayton

A) Grace Marie Wilson
Birth: July 13, 1890
Place: Norton County, Kansas
Death: July 24, 1932
Cemetery: Waldron, Kansas

July 13, 1890
September 24, 1892
May 30, 1894
April 27, 1897
August 14, 1898
January 5, 1900
August 14, 1903
June 17, 1906

June 17, 1906
April 21, 1912

Lewis Nelson Hughes
March 26, 1884
Monica, Illinois

June 14, 1950
Waldron, Kansas

Married: April 11, 1910; Cherokee, Oklahoma

Children Born To This Union:
1) Harry E.
2) Dale K.
3) Dean Wasley
4) Geneva Olive
5) Ruth Freida
6) Gladys Irene
7) Glennys Fern
8) Lula Nadine
9) Berniece Maxine

1911

November 24, 1911
November 30, 1913
October 29, 1916

June 29, 1922
May 22, 1924
December 24, 1926
April 12, 1929



B) Roy Elmer Wilson
Birth: September 24, 1892
Place: Almena, Kansas
Death: January 28, 1972

Cemetery: Goodland, Kansas
Married: June 26, 1914, Goodland, Kansas
Children Born To This Union:

1) Frances Elizabeth
2) Virgil Oren

3) Vivian Faye

4) Edna Mae

5) Clara Fern

6) Guilford Elmer
7) Esther Elaine
8) Roy Eugene

9) Eleanor Jean
10) Ralph Glenn
11) Ellis

C) Earl Andrew Wilson
Birth: May 30, 1894

Nellie Olive Barnard
October 18, 1894
Adams County, Illinois
June 5, 1996
Goodland, Kansas

June 17, 1915
June 26, 1918
June 29, 1920
March 10, 1922
January 19, 1924
January 17, 1927
April 25, 1929
January 9, 1932
December 3, 1933
July 4, 1936
August 6, 1938

Place: Norton County, Kansas

Death: June 29, 1947
Cemetery: Gove, Kansas

Consuella Fullmar
December 8, 1901
Gove County, Kansas
August 17, 1999
Gove, Kansas

Married: August 12, 1924, Quinter, Kansas
Children Born To This Union:

1) DelLila Belle
2) Dean Earl

3) Keith Eugene
4) Amy Carolyn
5) Rex Leland
6) Ella Jane

September 3, 1927
April 4, 1929

July 14, 1933
March 21, 1935
November 14, 1937
January 19, 1940

Re-Married:

Henry Forrest York

Birth: September 19, 1891

Place: Illinois

Death: November 12, 1957

Cemetery: Healy, Kansas

Married: February 1, 1948; Dighton, Kansas



D) William A. Wilson
Birth: April 27, 1897
Place: Almena, Kansas
Death: September 13, 1897
Cemetery:

E) Minnie Rosella
Birth: August 14, 1898
Place: Almena, Kansas
Death: May 6, 1951
Cemetery: Bartlesville, Oklahoma
Married: August 1916; Waldron, Kansas
Children Born To This Union:
1) Opal Mae Leslie July 25, 1916

James Tyler Leslie
Birth: April 4, 1896
Lewis County, Missouri
December 28, 1974
Waldron, Kansas

Re-married: Warren Hobson
Birth: January 7, 1877
Place: Washington, Indiana
Death: November 3, 1962
Cemetery: Bartlesville, Oklahoma
Married: March 3, 1924; LaCrosse, Kansas

Children Born To This Union:
1) Wilma Glennis December 24, 1924
2) Virginia Lee July 13, 1927
3) Vivian Arlee January 26, 1932
4) Marilyn Maxine September 20, 1934
5) Robert Warren September 27, 1938

F) Ralph Thedore Wilson
Birth: January 5, 1900
Place: Almena, Kansas
Death: September 2, 1943
Cemetery: Gove, Kansas
Married: February 4, 1923; Gove, Kansas

Children Born To This Union:
1) Ralph Floyd August 5, 1924
2) Delbert E. (Bill) November 7, 1925
3) Max Dale January 26, 1928
4) Alta Faye April 8, 1928

Clara E. Johnson
March 22, 1896

Gove County, Kansas
June 23, 1930

Gove, Kansas



G) Elizabeth May Wilson ' Thomas Harold Baldwin

Birth: August 14, 1903 September 8, 1903
Place: Almena, Kansas Nekoma, Kansas
Death: November 5, 1976 July 27, 1972
Cemetery: Nekoma, Kansas Nekoma, Kansas
Married: August 5, 1925, Goodland, Kansas
Children Born To This Union:

1) Albert Merle December 28, 1919

2) Peggy llene March 29, 1926

3) Melva Ronella March 29, 1928

H) Delmer Loyd Wilson (twin) Ina Edith Merritt

Birth: June 17, 1906 October 21, 1907
Place: Almena, Kansas Decator, Kansas
Death: September 22, 1970 September 26, 1999
Cemetery: Gove, Kansas Gove, Kansas
Married: May 28, 1928, Burlington, Kansas
Children Born To This Union:

1) Ina Mae January 1929

2) Lawrence December 20, 1929

3) Loyd Glen June 30, 1932

4) Eva Minnie December 9, 1933

5) Delmer Floyd, Jr. April 18, 1935

6) Deloris Faye November 6, 1937

7) Calvin Oliver May 22, 1939

8) Carmellia Joyce April 21, 1942

9) Trisha Ann May 17, 1945

10) Floyd Earl (twin) March 17, 1948
10) Boyd Merle (twin) March 17, 1948



I) Elmer Floyd Wilson (twin) Elva Mendehall
Birth: June 17, 1906 June 7, 1905
Place: Almena, Kansas LaCrosse, Kansas
Death: December 17, 1959 May 26, 1988
Cemetery: Nekoma, Kansas Nekoma, Kansas
Married: March 27, 1930, Ness City, Kansas
Children Born To This Union:

1) Betty Irene February 3, 1931
2) Floyd Edward June 1, 1932
3) Robert Eugene February 1, 1936

Re-married: Thomas C. Tiller (Tom)
Birth: June 7, 1896
Place: Atchinson, Kansas
Death: March 7, 1969
Cemetery: Hoisington, Kansas
Married: August 7, 1962;

J) Harold Clayton Wilson Agnes Mae Mendenhall
Birth: April 21, 1912 September 20, 1914
Place: Harper County, Kansas LaCrosse, Kansas
Death: December 30, 1961 August 3, 2013
Cemetery: Nekoma, Kansas Nekoma, Kansas
Married: July 15, 1933, Larned, Kansas
Children Born To This Union:

1) Donald Ray July 20, 1936
2) Dale Howard February 27, 1938
3) Joyce Ann September 26, 1942

Remarried:  Joe McKenney
Birth: July 3, 1894
Place:
Death: January , 1982
Cemetery: Coby, Kansas
Married: November 5, 1964; Colby, Kansas
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April 14,1919

Post Master at Jerome, Kan _ .
Sir, Tam hunting a good location for to farm and raise stock. T have a large family and would
Like a place close to school, if can get itdon'twwthighp;icedlandaslamapoormananddon't
" have much to buy with. There may be some land in your neighborhood that | can buy so can pay
for it and make me a home. Will be much obliged to you if you can help me get a good location.
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THE GHOST TOWN OF

~ JEROME
CLypE W. BLACKBURN

= h e.r Jﬂﬁn CO:

The building of railroads in Western
Kansas during the 1880s prompted'the
founding of dozens of towns, all with the
expectation of becoming a metropolis
when the ribbons of steel arrived, For a
few it became a reality, but for most the :
anticipated railroad never materialized ot r
and the towns soon faded away. Such was |
the situation in Gove County, Kansas, in
the 1880s.

With railroads pushing west on the E ]
Kansas plains, it was ramored tracks |
would be laid up the Smoky Hill valley in
south Gove County. This prompted the
founding of three towns: Teller and
Alanthus in the southeast part of the
county, and Jerome, 14 miles south and
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- old Miller Hotel and two store buildings,

Jerome
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A store in Jerome about 1919,

onc mile west of the town of Gove City,
the county seat. This town has always
fascinated me as I remember being in the.
town when several buildings still existed.
In July of 1886 the town had two general
stores, a restanrant, blacksmith shop,
livery stable, hotel, drugstore, feed siore,
real estate office and fifteen or twenty
homes. By 1887 it also had a newspaper,
The Jerame Smoky Giobe, and it was also
dmgﬂnsywas&oolhmscm
At the peak of ils Jerome
ommadabmlmpenplemm
ing to the advertising done by the town
.'mpmy.ﬂt?ﬂ\:smsmm
proclaimed: “it

thncmnmgmopo&oﬂﬁe&mkylﬁ]l

- Valley; dzatﬂwgmdestabsfa'ﬂnee

raifroads hiad been Setand that by the Gme .

- mmmevmnislwdmwmﬂdbe
" sailing through the city.”

Ihelemepmm@ewasesmbhsbedm:'

December of 1886 and was in operation
until 1943 when the town ceased to exist.
That the town was optimistic about its
coming success is indicated by the
amount of land ils confines contained.

- With the additions Iater platted it was a
mile long from nosth to south. Jerome
was also in contention for the county seat
of Gove County but, in contrast to many
‘Western Kansas counties, there was no
violence when voting for the site was
done. Due to its distant location from the
center of the county it was preity much

agreed Gove would be chosen. One
diehard did cast his vote for Jerome,
however, -

As it happened in most of Western
Kansas, the summer of 1887 was one of
drought and it affected Jerome, Many
settlers left, which cansed a couple stores
to close. This took away much of the
paper’s advertising and in April of 1888
the newspaper closed its doors. With the
coming of rain other people moved into
the area and things 0
Shields, ten miles to the south. This took
some of the business away from Jerome
but it continued as a center for a large
number of residents who lived in the area
at the time. By 1889 the town had an
investment company, along with regular
Sunday school and chorch services. As
Iaeasmemdlm:le:meﬁeﬂedm

dmcehaﬂwuemsﬂneledmthel%
It was the establishment of an aerial
gunnery range in Gove County, in 1043,
dnrmngidWarII,whtchsnmdedﬂ;e
death knell for Jesome. The :
Ieased the land from the owners, and
Jerome was within the range area and the
people had to move cut. What store
buildings remained were either sold and
moved or were torm down. The old hotel
was moved to Scott City 48 miles away,
and school was held in a private home out
of the gunnery range. The postoffice was

closed May 31, 1943, as was the store it
was in, My father had a state job at the
time and often traveled the area_ It was
when the store was selling out that he
purchased many items.

The amount of land the gunnery range
leased amounted to around 300 square
miles of southwest Gove County.
Altogether, close to 100 families were
affected, and had 1o leave their homes and
friends. The rent the govemment paid
amounted to the grand total of 35 cents an
acre for grass and 65 cente an acee for

many of their homes and buildings left o
deteriorate. For two years, life was
hushed in southwest Gove County, and
the town of Jerome became 8 memory,
with only foundations and streets to
indicate it ever existed.

(Credit is given to the Gove Comty
“History and Heritage” for some of the
material used in this story.)



Eva & Elmer Wils_on .
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. This Indenture, iads this  18%h day of Soril s s £.D. 1827 _, between

——Elfier @, Wilson and Bve (. Wilson., hushand and wife '
L Gove | __County, in the Siete of_ KaNSRE_ | , of $ho frok part, snd

' 1. B. Eiiel

o Rush . County, in thaStateof____Koness ——— of the second park. |

o . WITNESSETH, Thet eaid part. 188 .. of the first part in consideration of the sum of

One Nollar and exchange of properky bl XTSRS
3

e receipt whereof Is herehy ackrowledged, do by thess presents, grant, bargein, ecll end convey unto ezid park.¥.__of the mesond port,

MNM&&M@M@M&&W& Gove and Biste of Knnens, 5 wit:

A1l of the Woztheast gueriaer of Seation Siztcen {18} =nd the Forthwes: quarier

off Seciion Fifteen (35} 233 in Ironship Fiftesn (15} Bouth, Ranpe ITwentv-nins
» i " py

— (28} H-ak of tha. th B, ontaining 220 sovee moars pRss ancordfag S0
1,8, Governmept Smrwey -

(5. c. Sk £fixdd & csncsllsd}

T&EAHME@E&EBWMT@MM&EMW%MWM@M thesepnin
beionging or i angrwiss nnperinining foraver,

-for-themeelves | fhe&u&mmmmﬁm&&mmmmm promiss and agres, o ad wih eid

gﬁ%ﬁ%%m%ﬁ%ﬂwémmmwmmgmm& an shaolute
ané indefensible extaie of inberfionss, in fes simph, of ond fn oYt snd shywolar #he shove gronted emd Gescribed premises, with the apnur-
; | Gmamees; tht the aas avo free, eleas, dissharged eod wniamumbeced of ond frem sl forcer and offier pents, titles, charass, catales, fudg-
, | meni5, iws, psmmmenis end iemmbrances, of whot natre ar kind cosver; EX0SDE moTkenge ip faver of ithe Golden Belt
f Lismzm fozr $2000.00 and scorued Inkerest from November 1s%,1922
and thot EROY =3 oeovent and forever defend the same o eni parkll . of ths sseond puet, . BEZ  bet and essimne, spetuss
mﬁmﬂé&i&e%g&%M__be&gméaﬁmﬁmmﬂmwbm,WyHﬁmem&m&ema

) :fmwm?mmdwmﬂmmmwmwwﬁ%mwawmmmM

wrikien,
~Eimsr 0, Fileon




(£5.00 Doc. Stawps pffixdd & cancelled)

o TOREMWH@WMMM&MW&WM&MWW%W
belonging or in snywise apperiaining forever,
And snid_.. . Granfors

'hmmmmmwm promise and agree, to and with said
memmmwﬁmmdmmmmma an absolate
sud indefensible estate of inheritance, in fee simple, of and in il and singular the shove granted =ad described premises, with the appur-
tentnees; thet the enme ave fres, clear, wmw&mmmmm mm%mmgmg-

naﬁa_mm_mmmmmmm mmmmmmwmmm

mmigwﬂummiéﬂs__mmmmmpmmmmm.hwmmwmm&em
_ mmmmm%&mmeWm_ﬂmemmmm
" written.
~Elmer G, Wilson
~EBra G, Wilson
State of Kaneas, " Gove : County, ss.. . o
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this. 18kh__ day of . April » A D. 1923 , before me, the undersigned, o

M&ic jnmnifarthaﬂmtyand&mm&%__

MMM hm&h&empmniwhmﬁe&ﬁmwiﬁﬁnﬁm&mmtd

writing, and such person_B. duly acknowledged the exesntion of fhe sawe. ——
IN TESTIMONY F; I have hand affixed MEM
(e P o WHEREU A hermaatmy end my. the
E
. Mr - S
A m;,»
1) (Torm expirenlfa ¥ 15th,1980. exwmwy. .. ) : TS
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: | eT haif an hour ago?” ' thmggfr;ew}g:? PETRMNES£ }
siude—'rher “told. me this ﬁirver -Mingé "Host—"Hold' jour hn;-geg, 2—Ester Seihert,"‘m . ':; :

was twenty horse power. but T've on-|{mister.- i'll be along directly, - Thel - e g .1.. : i Abil

. 1y been able to find four pings.—|copk ain’t killed it yet, but ghe's ot} éirst Grade Bookler: vk E.nvzl i
- Phocnix. in a couple of nasty blows.” ‘—Hum-{ - 1—Afildred Glick, ’ 18. el

HnE : The High-Foint Man o
&s he pl:)::d}i:l::nfmga:n&m oven, Herold Lundgren ¥as h"‘h‘*’“‘“‘i?ﬁ?:
"And pressed it close to his chest, A Want Ad Wﬂi Se]l It. pi, ::mti‘;s‘mﬁig;tgh ;_w:otﬁ;ist:fm;_:,ls Pl
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The undersigned will sell at the Wilson farm one mile west and one-fourth mile north of the! Suda

Jerome, {Kansaa) store on— énub su

i huote

i lalt!e H
than «
Tuesday, April 17, 1923 =
beginning at 10:00 o’clock a. m., the following property' :;_;;;' !
A ws
S HEAD OF HORSES Rk e
One black horse about 1100 snfovth mouth: bay mare coming four yrsold wt about 1100; bay mare ;nh
smooth mouth, with mule eolt by side; bay yearling horse colt. - 5 T
17tk
0 - S
62 HEAD OF CATTLE

{( 7 22 milk cows: 10 two-yr-old heifers; 9 vearlmg steers, 10 yearhng heifers; 10 spring ealves; ONE; ===
WHITE FACE BULL. }iu?
ey
Farm Machmery, Etc. . S Er
One McCormick mbwer 6-ft eut; MeCormick hay ratie, S-section harrow, grain drill; Hster, Canton 5 o
2-row weeder, riding plow, walking plow, Sandwich swéep grinder, ridmg enltivator, one wagon dnd|who or
rack, one wagon with hox, oneroll hongrezﬁmcheahxgh ‘orie 1 1-2. h, p, Emm'sozr gasoline en-|{stead :

gine, one 6-bbl. galvanized salt tank. Some hay ifi. bars, 8 shoats ‘wt about 140 pounds each, Four | Wi SE
dozen Plymouth Bockchlckens. “Two Bronze he\hﬁn'kaysa d oné Tom. Three ducks, Sec. ;
on v

One 6-hole cooking rmge, one héater, one eupboard, one inbubator; dhe 5-gallon Bentwmd chm, :ioc;nall-‘
onecreamcan,oneorganmwalnntmammse,somecham,frmtsars,andotherarhcl&. . NEL N

15, 8
Lunch will: be'Served on the Grounds. e
S 3, NE-
: Sums; uf SI{} 90 and under, cash .On sums over $10.00 a credit of |29 w.,

6 mont ’"ﬁme wﬂl bé given 6 dpproved securi , With mfe:est at the raté of §. per|intent
cent per annam: from date Qf sale #ll paid. "4 per cent dxscount for aash cm t::me saies f;s{.:fq
No property 10 be renmvednntxl setﬂe& fnr. R o : District
St sas, at

C S s R N 28th «

. Clai_
Arnoly
sty Wim;‘
James
Henm;
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Obztuary
) mme.m_
Elmer G. Wilsor was born Sep-
tember 5, 1862, near Bryant, Jay
County, Indiana.; and denarted
this life on January 14, 1940, af
hisﬁomeinjnekmna, Kansas,
aged 77 years, 4 monihs, and S
days. - .
Hic father and fomily left Indi-

ana on April 1, 1878 in a covered
wegon and came to Kansas, Iocat-

iiao couniy and engaged in
she trade. He work-
ed at this uniil he was foreed tol

anuary
17, Bev. C. D. Cambrisll conduct-
ing if. The Feldman gquarieite
sang and burial in Union fown-
ship cémetery.



